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       Minutes of the Parish meeting held on Thursday 16th May 2024

1.  Apologies Jack Butterworth.

2.  Chairman Annette reported on the activities undergone by the council over the past year and the change of members of the council.  The residents had formed a group, Respect The Dales, to look at local issues and had sent out a survey covering multiple topics.  The results had been sent to Tim Farren and others.  The parish council had not made any progress with alterering the road barriers but will continue with their efforts.  Dead ash trees needed to be removed, road maintenance and drains needed clearing.  Unfortunately, the W&F Council have not responded but council will keep trying.

     Clerk Phil presented the accounts and the balance at the end of March was £2361.39 which included £820 held on behalf of CANS with an expenditure of £4941.35 including £951.04 on building and council insurance and a donation of £529.10 received from the VHC for the fireworks.  The other main expenditure was the purchase of a new computer, without which the accounts would have had a small surplus.  Therefore, the precept has been kept at £4,000.

3. Observations: no councillors present.

4.  Representations Paul Benson of RTD briefly commented on the survey results which did not show a great support for average speed cameras but more for increased signage.  Altogether, there were 40 items that were addressed, some of which were already being actioned, some were dormant and some that needed attention.

5.  Notices
1. Barriers: The safety barriers were still causing multiple incidents involving cars, lorries, vans and pedestrians.  There may be a case to argue that, as an ‘A’ road, some of the pinch points made the road width illegal.  A FOI request should be applied for the the initial assessment made by Cumbria Highways.
2. Felling has nearly been completed at Coat Weggs and, luckily, there has been little disruption.  There had been no further contact over the Dandra Garth forest.
3.  There had been talk of a cummunity buy-out of The Moorcock Inn but the owner is adamant that she does not want to sell and has been upset with some of the comments made on social media. She will be appealing the planning decision in the next six months.
4.  The PSO, Amanda Coleman, has suggested that Garsdale, Sedbergh and Dent PCs collectively purchase a speed gun at appoximately £2000, but the general feeling was to try enhanced signage first.  Much discussion ensued and the RTD will bring some proposals forward.

Meeting closed at 8.05pm.
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