Garsdale Parish Council

Email: garsdaleparishcouncil@outlook.com
Website: garsdaleparishcouncil.com

Garsdale Parish Council

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on Thursday 29th September 2022 in the village hall at 7.30pm.
Present:  
Councillors Gill Dickinson, Dave Labbate, Graham Lant, Hamish Wilson, Clerk Phil Johns. 1 resident was also in attendance.

1.  Apologies
Annette Colton (holiday), Bill Mawdsley (holiday), Thomas Todd (work).  Gill Dickinson, as vice-chairman, took the chair.

2. Declarations of Interest
None.

3. Minutes of the previous council meeting
Minutes of the 19th May and 21st July Council Meetings were signed.

4. County Councillor and District Councillors’ report
No councillors present.

        5.   Progress reports
1. Clerk: village signs.  No progress had been made. A resident has asked if the new village signs could be positioned near the 30mph speed signs but that would change the village boundaries but a warning sign or speed camera signs could be used.
2. Village hall: the memorial bench was finally outside but not secured.  The noticeboard has not been renovated. 
3. Highways: There has been no response from Libby Bateman but clerk will chase.  Dave Labbate commented that the request to remove the plastic barriers near New Bridge, which narrowed the road so two large vehicles, could not pass, had not been carried out.  The vegetation trimming has barely made any difference, effectively narrowing the road even more and has only been done at car height, not lorry height.  There were a lot of saplings growing, which, if not cut down, will damage walls eventually. The vegetation clearance promised by Owen David has also not been carried out.  Gill Dickinson will draft a letter.
4. CANS: Unfortunately, Sedbergh PC had told Highways that they did not want any cameras on the A684 which Owen David took to mean that there was no community support and have cancelled the project.  He also cited a lack of funds which seems strange as the DfT had promised £200,000 towards the £270,000 estimated cost.  This is very short sighted of Sedbergh PC as having ASCs in Garsdale would break the ‘TT’ circuit and reduce the number of bikes passing through Garsdale and Sedbergh.  Hamish Wilson proposed that a local petition be produced and Garsdale residents be canvassed to show that there is community support in Garsdale.  The petition forms will be divided up with volunteers and go house to house.  Also, a form will be available at the next quiz night.  Clerk will send out an appeal via the database.  Seconded by David Labbate and passed unanimously.
5. Dandra Garth and Coat Weggs Forests:  Clerk had received planning details for the Dandra Garth Forest felling.  The track by Dandra Garth is to be improved in 2023 to allow a tractor and trailer to collect timber and to take to a local farm for transhipment.  The felling will commence in 2024 and probably will last for 5 years. There was no mention of using trains.  There will be replanting with a mixture of trees so that smaller areas can be felled in future and this will be the last clear fell.
6. Defibrillator: This was now up and running at the village hall although there was a delay for replacement pads and battery but was adequate for the time being.  Myles Ripley, the lead 1st Responder from Sedbergh gave a very good demonstration yesterday but was only attended by 8 residents.  However, if there was sufficient interest, he would do another one.  There was a need to buy a further defibrillator as Rob Haigh will start training in November.  This will require a further £430 in funds to be raised: the popular quiz nights in the village hall was raising funds for the defibrillator and the Air Ambulance.  Lorraine Shuttleworth is the guardian of the cabinet and defibrillator.
7. After much discussion, it was agreed that, as lease holders, the Parish Council will fund the insurance and the village hall committee will make a contribution.  Clerk will seek a quote from Zurich Insurance.  
.
         6.  Public Participation/Open Session
                    None.

         7.  Updates from Community Groups
                  None

           8.  Financial matters
1. Clerk: Council approved his wages for the year.
2. The current balance stands at £4,109.37 plus £1,000 for CANS.

          9.   Correspondence
1. Tim Farron has asked for suggestions as to where to site a new post box to replace the ones taken away.  It was agreed that the best place was in ‘the dip’, near the farm gate to the east of the Rackenthwaites where the road is wider and has better sight lines

         10.   Councillor matters.
          	    The tree in the river was collecting debris and David will organise removal with Tom.

Date of next meeting 
Thursday 17th November
Meeting closed at 8.45pm


Chairman………………………………………………………………………………….                               Date………………………………….....

Please note that these are draft minutes, subject to change and will not be signed until the next meeting.
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