Garsdale Parish Council

Email: garsdaleparishcouncil@outlook.com
Website: garsdaleparishcouncil.com

Garsdale Parish Council

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on Thursday 21st September 2023 in the village hall at 7.30pm.
Present:  
Councillors Annette Colton, Gill Dickinson, Thomas Todd, Graham Lant, David Labbate, Clerk Phil Johns, and 5 residents.

1.  Apologies
Karen Ellwood (holiday), Bill Mawdsley (family duties)

2. Declarations of Interest
None.  Clerk enquired whether any councillor had any financial interest in the forthcoming logging.  There were none.

3. Minutes of the previous council meeting
Minutes of the 20th July Council Meeting were signed.

4. Westmorland and Furness Councillors’ report
No councillors present.

        5.   Progress reports
1. Clerk: has had a response from Westmorland & Furness Council regarding village signs, ash tree cutting and barrier repairs.  All these had been requested by Ian Mitchell to be actioned.  Questions were asked regarding the positioning of the new village signs, ie. Whether they could cover the present 30 mile section and whether there would be a consultation of the format etc.  Gill Dickinson will write to the W&F councillors.
2. Village hall: protective fencing had been erected around the heating condensers on the rear wall.  Clerk had still not received an invoice for the heaters’ service.
3. Highways: it was requested by the residents that W&F Council provide more detailed information regarding road closures.  A proposal to reduce the speed limit of 30mph to 20mph was rejected.   
4. CANS/Respect the Dales: Clerk and Karen Ellwood had decided to step back from the organisational side of the new group but two more residents has agreed to join.  After some discussion, the Parish Council will keep separate from the new group but, on receipt of a statement of intent, if acceptable, will support the aims of the group which would report progress at the bi-monthly council meetings.  The group intend to canvass opinion of all the residents of Garsdale as to the preferred method, if any, of controlling speeding and noisy vehicles by way of a postal questionnaire, followed by a public meeting to pass a vote on the preferred methodology.   
5. Dandra Garth and East Cote Weggs forests: East Cote Weggs forest felling was imminent but some larch trees had to be felled at first to give access to the vehicles.   This had to be completed before the red squirrel breeding season which starts in February.  A planning site notice had been put up on the gate by Dandra Garth forest giving 21 days to comment on the application.  This was probably extended due to a lack of notice on the original application.  It was felt that this application for ‘permitted development’ should be rejected and a full planning application should be submitted.   DTRO regulations dictates that there should be details of a diversion of the public bridleway.  

6. Public Participation/Open Session
Paul Benson has been in touch with the Park Rangers regarding the upper part of the bridleway at Dandra Garth which has become very boggy and impassable by horses.  Some improvement has been noticed for walkers but not for horses. The Rangers have agreed to an inspection.  Paul also suggested that local colleges may volunteer to develop a new website.  Clerk to ask.
                 
           7.  Updates from Community Groups
                      None.

           8.  Financial matters
1. Clerk: an invoice for the building and public liability insurance of £951.04 has been received. This was accepted. 
2. The current balance stands at £5435.70 including £1,000 held for CANS

          9.   Correspondence
            1.  Planning app: Bellow End, heat pump, no objections.
               2.  Low Farm: new access track, retrospective, but no objections.

         10.   Councillor matters.
                Graham would like to thank the residents of Garsdale for help clearing fallen tree debris off the roads.

Date of next meeting 
Thursday 16th November 2023
Meeting closed at 8.55pm


Chairman………………………………………………………………………………….                               Date………………………………….....

Please note that these are draft minutes, subject to change and will not be signed until the next meeting.
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