Garsdale Parish Council
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Website: garsdaleparishcouncil.com

Garsdale Parish Council

                            Minutes of the Council Meeting held on Thursday 21st July 2022 in the village hall.
Present:  Councillors Annette Colton, Gill Dickinson, Thomas Todd, Libby Bateman (newly elected Secretary of State (Parish) Member to the Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority, representing the parishes within the South Lakeland, Cumbria and Lancashire areas), 1 resident was also in attendance.

1.  Apologies
Hamish Wilson (work), Kevin Lancaster, Bill Mawdsley (holiday), Graham Lant (work), Dave Labbate (work), Clerk Phil Johns (Covid)
2. Declarations of Interest
None.

3. Minutes of the previous council meeting
As the Council was not quorate, the minutes of 19th May 2022 could not be signed, but would be carried forward to the next meeting.
4. County Councillor and District Councillors’ report
Libby Bateman introduced herself and explained her role. Libby anticipates being particularly involved on the Planning Committee and the Finance & Resources Committee. Libby highlighted the key aims of the YDNPA (to Conserve and Enhance, Promote Enjoyment, Foster Economic and Social Wellbeing) and recent plans to draft a Local plan to include provisions for areas recently included into the new boundary. Although not involved with Highways issues, the Parish Council updated Libby about ongoing concerns with the unsightly and unsafe “safety barriers” and concerns about excessive noise and speed by road users that were impacting tourism in the area. The Parish Council also highlighted concerns about the lack of enforcement regarding local occupancy conditions on converted property, and the  
number of planning approvals for holiday lets in an area where lack of full time homes was an issue.
Libby also noted the agenda item about signage for Garsdale and agreed to identify if the YNDPA could assist in any way to improve signage.
        5.   Progress reports
1. Village signs: no progress to date. In the absence of resources or strong local feeling, it might be prudent to ask Highways to repair demolished sign near Crossthwaite and repaint existing sign near Roger Pot. To await feedback from Libby/YDNPA ( see item above) and discuss options at next meeting.
2. Village hall: Works now completed. Regular income from monthly quiz nights now contributing to village hall funds and off-setting costs associated with defribrillator.
3. Highways: already discussed (see item above). Need to pursue a way forward to reduce impact.
4. CANS:  Hamish (Chair of CANS) had sent the following statement:
'I am sorry to report that the DfT Safer Road board has decided not to proceed with the average speed camera scheme on the A684. On 1st July, I received an email from Owen David of Cumbria Highways outlining the two main reasons for this.
Firstly, he stated that there was insufficient funding. The original grant from the Department of Transport was for £200k and the initial costing was for £270k. With the recent price increase of materials this would likely now be higher.
Secondly, the scheme was opposed by Sedbergh Parish Council who said that they were not supportive of average speed cameras on the A684 as they 'offer minimum amount of deterrent,' and ' the issue of speeding motorbikes would just be shifted from one road to another and that a greater deterrent would be the use of police speed traps.
Owen David went on to say that Cumbria Highways have been asked to look at a fixed camera location as a possible solution and/or speed indicator device(s) at strategic location(s), as these indicator devices can be very cost effective compared to average speed cameras.
I have written to Owen David, on behalf of CANS, challenging the decision not to go ahead with the scheme. Garsdale Parish Council had proposed a route on the A684 taking in Garsdale itself and the stretch of road leading to the Dandrymire railway bridge. Cameras would act as a huge deterrent to speeding motorcyclists and all other motorists.
I would like to propose that Garsdale Parish Council write to Owen David, who met with the council in May and the Chief Executive of Cumbria Highways urging them to review this decision.  It's disappointing, to say the least, that we have got so close to achieving a solution to the 'motorcycle' problem in Garsdale and to have been thwarted at the final stage. '
The Parish Council were dismayed to receive this update.
Graham Lant had sent advice that there were some cables across the road at Outhgill and wondered if this was a speed monitoring exercise, but apparently these cables are used to monitor traffic volume. He also advised that it could be appropriate to contact the Environment Agency for advice and support with ongoing concerns about noise nuisance and possible crimes of speeding. Were the Parish Council aware of how many reports were being made about motorbike issues and whether there was a perception that the problems were getting worse recently?
As the Council was inquorate, all these matters to be discussed at next meeting.
5. Dandra Garth forest: No update
6. Defibrillator: Cabinet was due to be installed by Phil Johns and Richard Dickinson, but since it’s delivery, Phil has been suffering with Covid. Will be installed as soon as possible. New pads have been on order and should be delivered shortly. Myles Ripley (First Responders Coordinator) had enquired if the battery was still functioning and he had been referred to P Benson (Roger Pot), who was currently holding the equipment for safekeeping.

         6.  Public Participation/Open Session
      Following the recent wedding reception held at the hall, photos were now available to add to the 
       website, also photos from the successful quiz nights. Should help to raise the hall’s profile and may
       secure more usage and income.
         7.  Updates from Community Groups
                       None
           8.  Financial matters
                 Clerk had advised the bank holds £5479.59, including the £1000 held for K Lancaster, as agreed.
No invoices impending.
          9.   Correspondence
                    None advised.
         10.   Councillor matters.
          	    Graham Lant had advised that alterations to his work shift pattern made it unlikely that he would be 
                  able to attend meetings on Thursday in future. Parish Council to discuss alternatives, subject to dates 
                  of Sedbergh Council, scout groups and other village hall events. To be discussed further. 
Date of next meeting 
To be advised


Chairman………………………………………………………………………………….                               Date………………………………….....

Please note that these are draft minutes, subject to change and will not be signed until the next meeting.
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