Garsdale Parish Council

Email: garsdaleparishcouncil@outlook.com
Website: garsdaleparishcouncil.com

Garsdale Parish Council

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on Thursday 20th July 2023 in the village hall at 7.30pm.
Present:  
Councillors Annette Colton, Bill Mawdsley, Gill Dickinson, Thomas Todd, Clerk Phil Johns, residents Karen Ellwood and Richard Dickinson.

1.  Apologies
Graham Lant (work) and Dave Labbate (work)

2. Declarations of Interest
None.

3. Minutes of the previous council meeting
Minutes of the 18th May Council Meeting were signed.
3.1  Karen Ellwood was co-opted as councillor to Garsdale PC after a unanimous vote.

4. Westmorland and Furness Councillors’ report
No councillors present.

        5.   Progress reports
1. Clerk: NTR.
2. Village hall: a quote for the blown window has been sort but not received so far.  The Village Hall Committee has sufficient funds to pay for the electricity and is helped by the payments from B4RN.  The hall was hired regularly, once a month, by a resident which may increase.  A suggestion that if a new website was produced, it could have the ability to take direct bookings.
3. Highways: drains near Badger Dub and Bridge End had been cleared very shortly after requests to the new council.  The council has purchased two state of the art pothole repairing machines which have been used to repair all the potholes remaining on the A684.  Clerk was asked to write to the new highways department regarding dead ash tree removal and the remaining red barriers near New Bridge. 
4. CANS: there had been no response from CANS members to take over as chairman.  Therefore, a small group of local residents have provisionally formed an action group called ‘Respect The Dales’, and have met with 2 councillors from Westmorland and Furness Council’s highways department regarding the new barriers and speeding bikes and cars.  The meeting went well and was constructive, in contrast to previous meetings with the previous council.  They recognised that the barriers increased the risk to all and were aware of the ‘bike problem’.  They were to have a meeting with the police where they will bring up the question of under-policing in Garsdale.  They suggested that a road survey be carried out, if funds allowed and requested that the details of the agreement with the DfT for funding for ASCs held by CANS to be forwarded to them.  These have been passed to them.  Unfortunately, though, there has been no update, as requested, from them and Karen will chase this up.  Karen has had a response from the police after filling in a PACT survey.  They will undertake their own survey to gauge speeding vehicles, but not noise levels, although they were aware of the problem.  The police would be in contact after completion of the survey.  Once a response from the council and police has been received, a public meeting will be called to discuss the issues and how to proceed. 
5. Dandra Garth and East Cote Weggs forests: there is an intention of starting felling East Coat Weggs forest in the next 2 years.  Network Rail have been approached regarding removal of timber by rail and have asked for contact details.  There has not been a reply yet.

6. Public Participation/Open Session
A FOI request has been sent to YDNP planning regarding the number of properties that have had a change of use from ‘local occupancy’ granted, a reply was imminent.  The parish council has been made aware of 2 properties that have had their driveways tarmacked, apparently without planning permission.  However, it was thought that this is a matter for the YDNP, not the parish council.  Clerk was to include the matter of village signs in the letter to W&F Council.
                 
           7.  Updates from Community Groups
                      None.

           8.  Financial matters
1. Clerk: there were no invoices outstanding but still had not received one regarding the heating service.
2. The current balance stands at £6053.70 including £1,000 held for CANS

          9.   Correspondence
             None received that directly related to Garsdale.

         10.   Councillor matters.
          	    See item 6.

Date of next meeting 
Thursday 21st September 2023
Meeting closed at 8.30pm


Chairman………………………………………………………………………………….                               Date………………………………….....

Please note that these are draft minutes, subject to change and will not be signed until the next meeting.
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