Garsdale Parish Council

Email: garsdaleparishcouncil@outlook.com
Website: garsdaleparishcouncil.com

Garsdale Parish Council

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on Thursday 17th March 2022 in the village hall.
Present:  
Councillors Annette Colton, Bill Mawdsley, Gill Dickinson, Dave Labbate, Thomas Todd, Hamish Wilson, DC Kevin Lancaster, Clerk Phil Johns. 4 residents were also in attendance.

1.  Apologies
Graham Lant (work).

2. Declarations of Interest
None.

3. Minutes of the previous council meeting
Minutes of the 17th January Council Meeting were signed.

4. County Councillor and District Councillors’ report
Kevin gave some background on the redrawing of ward boundaries and declared that he would be standing for the position of Councillor in the new eastern Unitary County.  After 5th May elections, a shadow authority will take over and CCC will no longer exist.  The new wards have not yet been finalised but there will be a new Highways department which will be more locally based.

        5.   Progress reports
1. Clerk had received a couple of suggestions about new village signs but Gill had been unable to obtain a quote as there were insufficient details to hand.  It was decided to raise this issue at the upcoming parish meeting.  Gill volunteered to make a poster for the barn door and noticeboard.
2. Village hall: Richard Dickinson brought to the attention of the village hall electricity bill.  This amounted to about £100 a month but will be more after the fixed tariff ended.  The village hall committee didn’t not have sufficient funds to keep paying these bills but, as the hall was little used, most of the electricity was probably used by B4RN.  A meter reading from the B4RN cabinet has been taken and Richard will discuss with B4RN.  Ultimately, it should be down to the PC to settle the bills as they are the leaseholder.  Kevin advised that SLDC has a small amount of funds left for grants but this will close at the end of March.  It has emerged that the PC, village hall committee and the sports committee all have separate insurance policies essentially covering the same things.  Clerk had enquired of the broker if there could be just one policy but that was somewhat fraught with legal difficulties but possibly the sports and hall committees could combine. 
3. Highways: clerk, Dave Labbate and Bill Mawdsley attended a meeting on 28th January with Fran Wallis (Project Manager) and Ian Watson (Technical Adviser).  There appeared, on the day, that there was a more positive attitude by CCC towards the concerns.  Principally, there was no need for barriers in the 30mph stretch, in some places the barriers could have been set further back but the ideal was to have 450mm between the barriers and the road edge plus at least 800mm behind plus a certain run-in length of barrier before obstacles but conceded that a compromise could be made.  There was an admission that not enough consultation had taken place and lessons have been learnt.  The PC asked that all the self-seeded trees to be taken down to improve sight lines, the retaining wall to be rebuilt and that the barriers were replaced with timber faced ones.  CCC stated that a collision with timber barriers can cause impalement although they are used elsewhere and existing steel barriers could not be modified.  However, clerk had received an email from Fran with notes of the meeting but these were much more negative and appeared to be more concerned with covering their backs.  It also stated that the bare steel barriers were the preferred choice of YDNPA but clerk will enquire if this is true.  Clerk will write back refuting most of the comments. 
4. CANS:  there is to be a meeting with CCC regarding installing average speed cameras.  The date of the 28th March had to be cancelled and CANS await a new date.  This should be a face-to-face evening meeting in the village hall.  If Garsdale had these ASCs, that would benefit Sedbergh as well. North York police had promised to carry out more surveillance patrols, starting in April, and to target Sundays and bank holidays.  A new task force has been set up and PCOs will be present at key locations.  Acoustic cameras will be trialled.  Cumbria police were not so enthusiastic but will also trial acoustic cameras and carry out patrols similar to last year.  Hamish thanked Kevin for his generous donation to CANS expenses fund.
5. Unfortunately, Hamish will be away over the Queen’s Jubilee.  Sports Day will be on Wed 1st June but the following day is a bank holiday so children will not be in school.  After much discussion, it was decided that a musical event in the evening is preferred with a local DJ and BBQ/hog roast.  Gill will investigate local band possibilities and Dave will enquire if Paul Winn could DJ. As time was short, a small subcommittee from the sports and council will be set up to work through the prospects. There had been an invitation by Rosey Grandage, who had purchased some land off Austin and Lindsay Sedgley to run a youth-based project, to light a beacon in celebration of the Jubilee but council thought that, due to the position, it would be logistically difficult and would not take up the offer.  Clerk will write to thank her.
.
         6.  Public Participation/Open Session
                    Resident Paul Benson expressed his disappointment over the lack of progress installing a defibrillator at the village hall and the lack of an invite to a recent 1st Responder meeting in Sedbergh.  There appeared to be some confusion over how many defibrillators there were available and their whereabouts.  Annette said that there were two potential new members but were some way off from qualifying.  Paul also raised the possibility of siting a defibrillator temporarily inside the hall until funds were available to site a cabinet outside.  An external cabinet would cost around £2,000 and needed approval by the ambulance service and would need an electrical supply.  Paul also expressed his concerns over the fallen tree that was still in the river and which may cause flooding in the future.  There was also some discussion regarding derelict buildings in the dale, especially Garsdale Hall and Paul will investigate renovation possibilities.

         7.  Updates from Community Groups
                  None.

           8.  Financial matters
1. Clerk had applied for a VAT refund of £817.01 which had been paid.
2. The current balance stands at £2168.94 plus £1,000 for CANS.  There will be the precept of £3,000 to be credited in April, but clerk warned that there was little room for extra expenses as the annual budget for running costs were to be around £3,500.

          9.   Correspondence
1. Frances Haigh enquired whether the PC had any community assets registered as she was concerned about the potential sales of chapels, especially the Street Chapel.  There should not be any cost involved and a registration will give a 6-month breathing space if a sale was proposed.  Gill will enquire at English Heritage.

         10.   Councillor matters.
          	    All 7 parish councillors had expressed their willingness to stand for election on May 5th for a unique 5 year term.  Clerk needed Graham’s form to be signed and then could deliver the nomination forms into SLDC.

Date of next meeting 
Thursday 19th May 2022.  There will be a parish meeting, AGM and regular council meeting, starting at 7.00pm.
Meeting closed at 9.40pm


Chairman………………………………………………………………………………….                               Date………………………………….....

Please note that these are draft minutes, subject to change and will not be signed until the next meeting.

	Clerk to the parish council: Phil Johns
Ben’s Bridge, Garsdale, Sedbergh, LA10 5PH
Telephone: 07807 909860
	Chairman of the parish council: Annette Colton,
Slack House, Garsdale, Sedbergh, LA10 5PE
Phone: 015396 21957 (eve)  21219 (day)



	Clerk to the parish council: Phil Johns
Ben’s Bridge, Garsdale, Sedbergh, LA10 5PH
Telephone: 015396 22170
	Chairman of the parish council: Annette Colton,
Slack House, Garsdale, Sedbergh, LA10 5PE
Phone: 015396 21957 (eve)  21219 (day)



