Garsdale Parish Council

Email: garsdaleparishcouncil@outlook.com
Website: garsdaleparishcouncil.com

Garsdale Parish Council

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on Thursday 19th January 2023 in the village hall at 7.30pm.
Present:  
Councillors Annette Colton (Chair), Gill Dickinson (VC), Graham Lant, Thomas Todd, Bill Mawdsley, Clerk Phil Johns. 1 resident was also in attendance.

1.  Apologies
Dave Labbate (work), Hamish Wilson (holiday). 

2. Declarations of Interest
None.

3. Minutes of the previous council meeting
Minutes of the 19th November Council Meeting were signed.

4. County Councillor and District Councillors’ report
None present, no apologies.

        5.   Progress reports
1. Clerk: there had been an audit of the website and a few items were missing which the clerk will address in the next year.  Clerk commented that the website was difficult to use and it was suggested that Simon from The Old Joinery be approached to design a new site.  Concerns were raised regarding the new insurance policy as to whether it covered all aspects of activities.  Buildings, contents, legal costs, public liability, accidental costs including hirers, activities inside and out were covered but did not cover bonfire night which will have to be covered under a separate policy. The policy is fixed for three years. Rachael Labbate will continue to manage bookings on behalf of the PC and the village hall committees.  The clerk’s workload is increasing yearly but had had only one pay increase in 9 years.  Thomas Todd proposed, seconded by Gillian Dickinson, that the clerk salary be increased to £2,400pa for the next financial year.  All agreed. 
2. Village hall: the newish heat pumps weren’t coping well with the extreme low temperatures and had not had a service since installation.  The safety fence to the rear still needs erecting, however, the Hall Committee funds were still depleted but will continue to pay the annual rent and the electricity bills.  There are not yet sufficient funds for hall maintenance.
3. Highways: The recent heavy rainfalls have caused flooding at Longholme and near Thwaites Head Farm on the A684.  At Whitbeck, the forestry road drains directly onto the road which causes a river to flow across the road, into the opposite fields.  Clerk will write to Highways.
4. CANS: virtual meetings will resume on 22nd February.
5. Dandra Garth and Coat Weggs Forests:  Clerk had asked the resident of Dandra Garth about the track.  She had been informed that the track is to be levelled prior to felling.  Work had been done on the phone masts to remove Chinese infrastructure.
6. Defibrillator: There are two more 1st Responders nearing the end of training.
.
         6.  Public Participation/Open Session
                    None

         7.  Updates from Community Groups
                  None

           8.  Financial matters
1. The Sports Committee had given council £450 donation towards the fireworks.
2. The current balance stands at £2219.97 plus £1,000 for CANS.  Clerk estimated that there will be around £1500 float at the end of the financial year, the minimum needed for responsible accounting.
3. Precept: a long discussion was held about the level of funds needed for the coming year.  With the salary increase, higher insurance premium and the costs of maintenance of the hall, council would need £4,000 as a precept.  This was proposed by Graham Lant, seconded by Annette, all agreed.

          9.   Correspondence
                 Lots regarding the new district councils, too many to list, but seemed chaotic.     

         10.   Councillor matters.
          	    None.

Date of next meeting 
Thursday 16th March 2023
Meeting closed at 8.30pm


Chairman………………………………………………………………………………….                               Date………………………………….....

Please note that these are draft minutes, subject to change and will not be signed until the next meeting.
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