Garsdale Parish Council

Email: garsdaleparishcouncil@outlook.com
Website: garsdaleparishcouncil.com

Garsdale Parish Council

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on Thursday 18th January 2024 in the village hall at 7.30pm.
Present:  Councillors Chairman Annette Colton, Councillors Thomas Todd, Graham Lant, Bill Mawdsley, Clerk Phil Johns, and 3 residents. 
Council accepted, with reluctance, Karen Ellwood’s resignation.  Clerk will advertise for a new councillor as per agreed procedure. 

1.  Apologies
Dave Labbate (work), Gill Dickinson (weather)

2. Declarations of Interest
None.  

3. Minutes of the previous council meeting
Minutes of the 16th November 2023 Council Meeting were signed.

4. Westmorland and Furness Councillors’ report
No councillors present.

        5.   Progress reports
1. Clerk: a new computer has been purchased for £379 and is performing admirably.  Clerk commented that a great deal of time will be saved as it is extremely fast.  Graham Lant, seconded by Thomas Todd, proposed that the old laptop to be written off.  All in favour.  The Friends of the Settle and Carlisle Line have offered a complimentary membership which has been accepted. 
2. Village hall: There have been no meetings of the committee as it is winter.
3. Highways: Clerk has written, again, to Ian Mitchell at the W&F Council regarding the barriers, dead ash trees and tree clearance but with no response.  Concern was expressed regarding land slippage and erosion on the riverbank near Low Smithy Chapel.  Council asked clerk to write to MP Tim Farron regarding these issues. 
4. Dandra Garth and East Cote Weggs forests: NTR
5. Village signs:  clerk reported that some progress has been made regarding the village signs.  W&F Council has sent a team to inspect the signs and have added both signs to their work list as ‘repairs’.  Hopefully, these will now be done at the W&F Council expense.  However, it is still the wish that the new signs could be made more informative and clerk will contact the council when the works are scheduled. 

6. Public Participation/Open Session
NTR.

                 
           7.  Updates from Community Groups
                      Respect The Dales group has sent out a survey to all 136 residential properties regarding various issues around the dale.  There were 24 replies and concerns were expressed over a number of issues, such as, water on the road, more police presence, traffic calming methods, environment, red squirrels etc.  It was felt that the low number of responses didn’t constitute a significant majority and more engagement was needed by the RTD group and the PC.  Some issues were non-divisive and could be dealt with directly, but others, such as traffic calming, needed more attention.  One issue was the lack of bus services in the dale but it was recognised that such a service would not be cost effective but a local volunteer transport system may be viable.  Some residents, especially recent ones, commented on the lack of information available.  The PC is in the process of developing a new website and a volunteer in Sedbergh, Ed Whelti, has offered to look at this but is extremely busy so maybe sometime before he can work on this and suggested that if anyone else was available, to use them.  Jack Butterworth may know of someone.  RTD anticipated repeating the survey in 2 years time but with easier reply procedures such as online etc.
A public meeting was muted and Annette suggested that the parish meeting in May would be ideal although past attendances have been poor but more publicity and a better website may help.  An actions item will be on the next meeting’s agenda with regard to ongoing updates with the PC.
Amanda Coleman of Cumbria Police has offered speed gun training for 3 residents.  Russell Ellwood and Graham Lant volunteered and possibly Richard from the Hive could be persuaded.

           8.  Financial matters
1. Clerk will apply for a VAT refund.  A cheque for £179.45 for RTD postage expenses was signed.
2. The current balance stands at £3165.84 including £1,000 held for CANS.
3. A precept for 2024/25 was proposed by Thomas Todd, seconded by Bill Mawdsley, to be held at £4000, all agreed.

          9.   Correspondence
            None received.

         10.   Councillor matters.
                No further reports

Date of next meeting 
Thursday 21st March 2024 (clerk will be absent, Gill to take the minutes)
Meeting closed at 8.50pm


Chairman………………………………………………………………………………….                               Date………………………………….....

Please note that these are draft minutes, subject to change and will not be signed until the next meeting.
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