Garsdale Parish Council

Email: garsdaleparishcouncil@outlook.com
Website: garsdaleparishcouncil.com

Garsdale Parish Council

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on Thursday 17th November 2022 in the village hall at 7.30pm.
Present:  
Councillors Gill Dickinson, Dave Labbate, Graham Lant, Thomas Todd, Clerk Phil Johns. 1 resident was also in attendance. Guests Sheila Capstick and Pat Bell.

1.  Apologies
Bill Mawdsley (family), Hamish Wilson (work). 

2. Declarations of Interest
None.

3. Minutes of the previous council meeting
Minutes of the 29th September Council Meeting were signed.  Due to some concerns, clerk will enquire of CALC as to whether councillors should be named on published minutes.

4. County Councillor and District Councillors’ report
Visiting Parish Chairman and Chairman of Westmorland and Lonsdale Conservative Association, Pat Bell, detailed the plans for the proposed Boundary Commission changes for the North West Region.  The present Westmorland Constituency was to be expanded to include Morecombe and Lunesdale areas.  This would isolate Garsdale even further as the parish is at the furthest east.  It is also likely that Morecombe will become the central office.  As Garsdale PC is already mainly ignored by SLDC and CCC, these changes do not bode well for future dealings with the new governmental bodies.  Pat suggested that the council urge as many residents, along with the council, to protest to the Commission, before the deadline of 5th December.  Clerk will send out the details to those on the council database.

        5.   Progress reports
1. Clerk: there will be a randomly picked audit of some of the parish council websites and urged councillors to upload/delete any relevant content.  Clerk will ask CALC for advise on what is the minimum that needs to be on the website.
2. Village hall: NTR
3. Highways: Libby Bateman, of the YDNPA, had sent in the response from CCC regarding the dissatisfaction of lack of action regarding the unsightly and dangerous new barriers on the A684.  In essence, the CCC are claiming that the PC was consulted and even attended a parish meeting.  They did admit that mistakes had been made but were refusing to remove any of the barriers due to lack of funds.  Also stated was that the YDNPA had been consulted but had not received any response.  This is contrary to the information received by the clerk.  After much discussion, Vice Chairman offered to write to CCC and YDNPA with Freedom of Information Requests for copies of correspondence.
4. CANS: It had been decided that, as the council authorities were changing and it was presently winter with few bikers around, a petition would have little effect and will be deferred until after April.
5. Dandra Garth and Coat Weggs Forests:  Clerk had received a call from a resident regarding the track by Dandra Garth.  This had been churned up by tracked vehicles used by the workmen upgrading the phone masts to G5.  TilHil are to upgrade the track sometime next year and clerk will ask the resident of Dandra Garth if she knew of any details.
6. Defibrillator: The temporary battery and pads had been replaced by Myles Ripley with the correct ones.  Lorraine Shuttleworth will be the manager.
7. Insurance:  clerk had spent many hours trying to sort out a policy that would cover the PC, Village Hall Committee and the Sports Committee and to include cover for sports activities and the bonfire.  Unfortunately, it is not possible to have separate entities on one policy.  This would only be possible if the VHC and SC were to become full sub-committees of the PC.  This would mean all decisions would have to be ratified at PC meetings and all finance served by just one bank account.  However, the PC has agreed to take over the public liability and building insurances as the PC were the leaseholders.  The new policy also covers hirers for any damage to property or buildings.  It was thought judicial that a disclaimer was added to booking forms to say that hirers hire the hall and grounds ‘at their own risk’.  Contents insurance is included up to £10,000 and rebuild at £500,000.  Clerk advised that the VHC do not need any further insurance, saving them £700, but the SC should seek out it’s own policy to cover it’s activities.  Quotes will be sort and a meeting of all three committees may be needed.  However, it is expected that the VHC do contribute to PC insurance cost relevant to their use of the village hall.
.
         6.  Public Participation/Open Session
                    Paul Benson had emailed clerk to pass on his thanks for sorting out the defibrillator and removal of the fallen tree in the river.  Peter Wood, new owner of Bellow Hill, had emailed clerk regarding the orange plastic barriers at New Bridge.  Clerk has replied that this had been brought to CCC Highways attention on more than one occasion and had include this in the reply to Libby Bateman.

         7.  Updates from Community Groups
                  None

           8.  Financial matters
1. Council approved the payment of £879.85 to Zurich Insurance and £540 to Epic Fireworks.
2. The current balance stands at £2,684.19 plus £1,000 for CANS.

          9.   Correspondence
           Clerk had received the results of a survey looking into the roles of Parish Councils. but was 55 pages long and VC had offered to precis it.  It had been sent to 5000 councils and had 577 replies.  There was a long explanation of process and had come to the conclusion that there were 3 roles perceived.  Voice of the community, custodian of public assets and service provider. Council thought that this was a shocking waste of time and money and was very underwhelming.  

         10.   Councillor matters.
          	    None.

Date of next meeting 
Thursday 19th January 2023
Meeting closed at 9.45pm


Chairman………………………………………………………………………………….                               Date………………………………….....

Please note that these are draft minutes, subject to change and will not be signed until the next meeting.
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