Garsdale Parish Council

Email: garsdaleparishcouncil@outlook.com
Website: garsdaleparishcouncil.com

Garsdale Parish Council

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on Thursday 19th May 2022 in the village hall after the AGM.
Present:  
Councillors Annette Colton, Bill Mawdsley, Gill Dickinson, Dave Labbate, Thomas Todd, Graham Lant, Clerk Phil Johns. 5 residents were also in attendance.

1.  Apologies
Hamish Wilson (family illness), Kevin Lancaster (Sedbergh meeting).

2. Declarations of Interest
None.

3. Minutes of the previous council meeting
Minutes of the 17th March Council Meeting were signed.

4. County Councillor and District Councillors’ report
No councillors present.  Nick Cotton has announced that this is his last year as CC.  The newly elected LibDem councillors will be invited to future meetings.

        5.   Progress reports
1. Clerk asked for approval of the AGAR forms and the risk assessment.  Acceptance of office forms were signed and collected.  Declaration of interest forms were distributed.  Discussion of village signs were held over until the next meeting.
2. Village hall: Richard Dickinson confirmed that B4RN had paid £1425 towards the electricity bill and that the quiz, now held monthly in the village hall, was helping towards general funds with some been allocated to the defibrillator costs. 
3. Highways: clerk 
4. CANS:  there is to be a meeting with CCC regarding installing average speed cameras.  The date of the 28th March had to be cancelled and CANS await a new date.  This should be a face-to-face evening meeting in the village hall.  If Garsdale had these ASCs, that would benefit Sedbergh as well. North York police had promised to carry out more surveillance patrols, starting in April, and to target Sundays and bank holidays.  A new task force has been set up and PCOs will be present at key locations.  Acoustic cameras will be trialled.  Cumbria police were not so enthusiastic but will also trial acoustic cameras and carry out patrols similar to last year.  Hamish thanked Kevin for his generous donation to CANS expenses fund.
5. Unfortunately, Hamish will be away over the Queen’s Jubilee.  Sports Day will be on Wed 1st June but the following day is a bank holiday so children will not be in school.  After much discussion, it was decided that a musical event in the evening is preferred with a local DJ and BBQ/hog roast.  Gill will investigate local band possibilities and Dave will enquire if Paul Winn could DJ. As time was short, a small subcommittee from the sports and council will be set up to work through the prospects. There had been an invitation by Rosey Grandage, who had purchased some land off Austin and Lindsay Sedgley to run a youth-based project, to light a beacon in celebration of the Jubilee but council thought that, due to the position, it would be logistically difficult and would not take up the offer.  Clerk will write to thank her.
.
         6.  Public Participation/Open Session
                    Resident Paul Benson expressed his disappointment over the lack of progress installing a defibrillator at the village hall and the lack of an invite to a recent 1st Responder meeting in Sedbergh.  There appeared to be some confusion over how many defibrillators there were available and their whereabouts.  Annette said that there were two potential new members but were some way off from qualifying.  Paul also raised the possibility of siting a defibrillator temporarily inside the hall until funds were available to site a cabinet outside.  An external cabinet would cost around £2,000 and needed approval by the ambulance service and would need an electrical supply.  Paul also expressed his concerns over the fallen tree that was still in the river and which may cause flooding in the future.  There was also some discussion regarding derelict buildings in the dale, especially Garsdale Hall and Paul will investigate renovation possibilities.

         7.  Updates from Community Groups
                  None.

           8.  Financial matters
1. Clerk had applied for a VAT refund of £817.01 which had been paid.  HSBC has started to charge charity and local authority accounts for transactions which will amount to around £100 pa.
2. The current balance stands at £2168.94 plus £1,000 for CANS.  There will be the precept of £3,000 to be credited in April, but clerk warned that there was little room for extra expenses as the annual budget for running costs were to be around £3,500.

          9.   Correspondence
1. Frances Haigh enquired whether the PC had any community assets registered as she was concerned about the potential sales of chapels, especially the Street Chapel.  There should not be any cost involved and a registration will give a 6-month breathing space if a sale was proposed.  Gill will enquire at English Heritage.

         10.   Councillor matters.
          	    All 7 parish councillors had expressed their willingness to stand for election on May 5th for a unique 5 year term.  Clerk needed Graham’s form to be signed and then could deliver the nomination forms into SLDC.

Date of next meeting 
Thursday 19th May 2022.  There will be a parish meeting, AGM and regular council meeting, starting at 7.00pm.
Meeting closed at 9.40pm


Chairman………………………………………………………………………………….                               Date………………………………….....

Please note that these are draft minutes, subject to change and will not be signed until the next meeting.
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