Garsdale Parish Council

Email: garsdaleparishcouncil@outlook.com
Website: garsdaleparishcouncil.com

Garsdale Parish Council

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on Thursday 16th November 2023 in the village hall at 7.30pm.
Present:  Councillors Gill Dickinson, Thomas Todd, Graham Lant, David Labbate, Clerk Phil Johns, and 4 residents.  Gill Dickinson agreed to chair the meeting in Chairman’s absence.

1.  Apologies
Karen Ellwood (family bereavement), Bill Mawdsley (holiday)

2. Declarations of Interest
None.  

3. Minutes of the previous council meeting
Minutes of the 21st September Council Meeting were signed.

4. Westmorland and Furness Councillors’ report
No councillors present.

        5.   Progress reports
1. Clerk: has had a response from Westmorland & Furness Council regarding village signs, ash tree cutting and barrier repairs.  These actions have been requested by Ian Mitchell.  However, Hazel Hodgson and Ian Mitchell have commented that signs for the village name are the responsibility of the Parish Council.  Clerk will ask YDNPA if any grants were available if their logo is incorporated.  Residents will be asked by the WhatsApp what signs they would like to have and vote for their favourite.  Some photos could be included.  If funds were not available, the present signs could be repaired and repainted.  Clerk will also ask whether the signs could be moved to the 30mph limits.  The council insurance has been paid.  Clerk also asked if a new computer for council use could be purchased as the present one has died.  £300 to £400 was agreed.  Ed Whelti of Sedbergh PC will design a new website if other volunteers could not be found.  The new Code of Conduct for W&F Council was accepted unanimously.  Karen also approved by email.
2. Village hall: The bonfire night could actually make it’s first ever profit due to a large attendance. The food was well received but some comments were made suggesting that the fireworks were set off to soon.  Graham will report back to the Sports Committee. Still no heater invoice.
3. Highways: some vegetation clearance has been carried out but stops at Swarthgill.  The gully opposite Slack Cottage was blocked and causing flooding on the road, clerk will notify W&F Council.  No other works had been carried out.  
4. Respect the Dales:  their mission statement was accepted by the PC.  A survey, including other dale related issues, has been circulated and has had a good response.  A full report will be made at the January meeting.  A door knocking exercise was not carried out as thought too invasive.  A request for funds to cover the cost of postage was made (see 8.1).
5. Dandra Garth and East Cote Weggs forests: the planning notice for Dandra Garth for permissible development has been withdrawn, probably due to many complaints and a full planning application should now be made.  Felling has not started yet at Coat Weggs. 

6. Public Participation/Open Session
See 5.3.

                 
           7.  Updates from Community Groups
                      None.

           8.  Financial matters
1. A proposal to cover the costs of RTD’s expenses from the CANS funds was made by Gill Dickinson, seconded by Tom Todd and passed unanimously. Presently this stood at £85.
2. The current balance stands at £4066.66 including £1,000 held for CANS after paying for the insurance.

          9.   Correspondence
            1.  Planning app: High Scale, no objections.
               2.  Andrew Alan was approved to continue to represent Garsdale on the Sedbergh Community Trust Grants Committee.

         10.   Councillor matters.
                Karen had made a short report via email. She has contacted Amanda Coleman and Hazel Hodgson regarding further traffic assessment and the 4 sets of traffic cables on the A684, but no response so far. Tim Farron has not heard back from W&F Highways or the local Inspector of Police or the W&D Council who he contacted on Karen’s behalf.

Date of next meeting 
Thursday 18th January 2024
Meeting closed at 8.35pm


Chairman………………………………………………………………………………….                               Date………………………………….....

Please note that these are draft minutes, subject to change and will not be signed until the next meeting.
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