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[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes of the Council Meeting held on Thursday 16th January 2020 at Garsdale Village Hall at 7.30pm.
Present:  
Councillors Annette Colton, Gillian Dickinson, Thomas Todd, Bill Mawdsley, Hamish Wilson and Clerk Philip Johns 

1.  Apologies
Graham Lant, Dave Labbate, Nick Cotton and Kevin Lancaster

2. Declarations of Interest
       None

3. Minutes of the previous council meeting
Minutes of the 21st November Council Meeting were signed.

4. County Councillor and District Councillors’ report
Kevin was absent but had sent in an email to say that a meeting is being set up with the Overview and Scrutiny Committee in mid-February regarding private water supplies.  Annette, clerk and others indicated that they would like to attend.

        5.   Progress reports
1. Clerk: a letter has been sent to YDNP to register council’s support for Dark Sky Status.  Another letter was sent to the Yorkshire Devolution Movement regarding new signs.  A reply was received indicating that there used to be a boundary with Westmorland and The West Riding of Yorkshire but didn’t pinpoint exactly where.  Clerk urged councillors to do some research. The Movement would like to be kept informed of any progress regarding new signs. 
2. Village hall: Richard was in the process of finalising grants from YDNP and Sedbergh.  As it seems unlikely that there will be sufficient funds to complete roof repairs, Richard will itemise all the other remedial work to help secure the funds.  He expects a reply from YDNP in the next couple of weeks. 
3. Highways: clerk had written to Peter Hosking again but, again, had no response.  Nick Cotton has asked for a list of issues to which clerk had replied with 6 outstanding problems.  Council also noted that the top cattle grid on The Fell was deteriorating and clerk will add this to the list.
4. Broadband: route 2 was essentially complete.  All properties who have requested B4RN services have had ducting and house kits fitted.  There were a couple of holiday properties that still require fibre and routers but B4RN needed to liase with the owners for access.  A letter had been sent to B4RN supporting a connection to Richard and Gill’s property which resulted in a router being fitted.  However, the property next door was still without a connection.  David Heller was in contact with the local landowner who needed to sign a final wayleave before B4RN would finalise this, but, if unsuccessful, a further letter may be required.
5. Motorbikes:  ntr. But Annette suggested that the PCSO should be invited to the next meeting to discuss this issue for the coming ‘season’.
6. Station footpath: clerk hadn’t had any further response from Network Rail and will continue to pursue them.
7. Water Risk Assessments: see item 4.
8. Telephone boxes:  the consultation period had ended.  BT have expressed their view that if local council’s wish to keep the telephone boxes as operational, that wish will be honoured.
9. VE Day:  Hamish expressed a willingness to organise an event on Friday 8th May, now a bank holiday, as a celebration of 75years of peace in Europe.  A barn dance, that would involve all the family, was suggested.  The village hall would be too small and a marquee, whilst ideal, would be too expensive.  Tom was asked if his barn could be available.  Clerk would enquire about insurance.  Clerk also had researched whether a bar could be set up.  A TEN (temporary event notice) can be sent into the licencing authorities no later than 4 weeks before at a cost of £21.  Council are allowed 5 a year.  Hamish will look at securing a band with a caller and would enlist help from Graham.  A cross committee with the village hall committee will be set up, possibly with Hamish, clerk, Graham and Tom.

         6.  Public Participation/Open Session
                 John Colton reported that an inaugural meeting of the Garsdale Motor Club had been held in the pub without the chairman who had been ill.

         7.  Updates from Community Groups
                  None.
 
           8.  Financial matters
1. Cheques for payments of 3 months’ clerk salary, and £579.90 for fireworks were approved and signed.  However, the cheques for the village hall toilet repairs and the fireworks had not been distributed as the corresponding funds from the VH committee had not been received.
2. The balance stood at £3400.53.
3. The agreed precept for £2500 was signed.

          9.   Correspondence
1. Clerk had received an email from Tilhill requesting a meeting regarding Dandra Garth woodland.  On advice, clerk had written back to say that council have no authority to sanctify any proposals for a woodland clearance but would organise a meeting of residents if required.
2. Barn on the Hill planning app had been finally approved but with many conditions.
3. Clerk has received correspondence from the insurers’ solicitor regarding a vexatious claim.  Council had taken legal advice from Calc and will dispute the claim.

         10.   Councillor matters.
          	    None.

Date of next meeting 
Thursday 19th March 2020
Meeting closed at 8.45pm


Chairman………………………………………………………………………………….                               Date………………………………….....

Please note that these are draft minutes, subject to change and will not be signed until the next meeting.
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